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Digitisation of social science research 
and move towards open science 

1980s onward
Digitisation of data collection and 
analysis methods e.g. MS Office tools, 
SPSS, MAXQDA, digital audio files 

2000s onward
Digitisation of research outputs e.g. online reports, 
digital journals, subject-oriented databases, online 
catalogues
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Digitisation of social science research 
and move towards open science 

2010s onward
Preservation of research data for 
further analysis, validation of 
results, research reproduction

Data as an ‘asset’ rather than a 

by-product of research  

Open data
FAIR data
Big data
Data management plan (DMP)
Metadata 
Research data repository
Public data archive
Meta analysis
Secondary analysis 

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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Prevention and Early Intervention 

Research Initiative (PEI-RI) at the 

Children’s Research Network, 

2016 - 2018

“The level of high quality data which has been generated [by 
Atlantic’s PEII investment] is unprecedented, not only in Ireland, 

but also internationally … [it] provides rich and detailed 
information on all aspects of children and family life, in addition 
to service provision … the extensive range and depth of this data 

provides a unique opportunity for further exploration and 
development” 

(CRN funding proposal to Atlantic Philanthropies for PEI-RI, May 2014) 

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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Prevention and Early Intervention 

Research Initiative (PEI-RI) at the 

Children’s Research Network, 

2016 - 2018

An innovative project: 

DATA generated by multiple research designs, using multiple data 
collection methods, and designed by researchers from a range of 
disciplinary backgrounds – and yet connections across projects 

GRANTS to stimulate secondary use of older data / archived data 

PROCESS of archiving and curation to commissioners and creators 
of evaluation data (what we should be considering for future 
research) 

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org
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Consent to archive

2016-17 
Conversations with 
university ethics boards at 
MU, NUIG, TCD

2017-18
Developed materials for 
retrospective consent

CRN conference, Dec 2017
Roundtable discussion on 
ethics of archiving research 
data

More work needed… 



Workshop today!

C4: Practical workshop on preparing your 
research data for the archives 

Aran Room at 15:30

Facilitated by Aileen O’Carroll, 

Policy Manager at the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI) 
and manager of the Irish Qualitative Data Archive (IQDA) 
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PEI data in the archives

Archived before PEI-RI
• Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) –

Evaluation of the CDI’s Community Safety 
Initiative: Community Safety Surveys, 2010 and 
2011

• Doodle Den: Evaluation of the effectiveness of 
the Childhood Development Initiative’s Doodle 
Den Literacy Programme, 2008-2011

• Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Childhood 
Development Initiative’s Mate-Tricks Pro-Social 
Behaviour After-School Programme (2012)

• Childhood Development Initiative (CDI) –
Process Evaluation Inter-agency Collaboration 
Questionnaire, 2008 - 2012

Archived during PEI-RI
• Early Childhood Care and Education collection: 

Evaluation of the Early Years Programme of the 
Childhood Development Initiative (ECCE), 2008 
– 2011

• Children’s Profile at School Entry (CPSE) 
collection, 2008 – 2015

• Preparing for Life collection: Evaluation of the 
Preparing for Life early childhood intervention 
(PFL), 2008 - 2015

• Ready to Learn (RTL) Baseline, 2008, Well Being 
and Educational Attainment of Primary School 
Pupils in Northern Ireland, 2008

• Functional Family Therapy (FFT) in an Irish 
Context 

In process in late 2018

• PATHS RCT

• Eager to Learn Baseline

www.childrensresearchnetwork.org

All available at https://www.ucd.ie/issda/



Qualitative PEI data in the 

archive: data on ‘children’
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Qualitative PEI data in the 

archive: metadata
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Qualitative PEI data in the archive: 

object level view
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PEI Research Grants 

• Two rounds: June and July 2017

• 13 projects (approx. €10,000 per grant)

• Particular focus on early career researcher

PEI Senior Scholar Grants 

• 3 projects (approx. €25,000 per grant)

• Particular focus on international context 

• Limited with time so experimental

Awardees listed on next slide…

PEI-RI Grants Scheme 

2017-18
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Authors Title

Christine O’Farrelly (Imperial College 
London) et al. 

Children’s Own Priorities for their School Readiness: More than Just a Checklist of Skills and 
Behaviours

Sarah Buggy (UCC) et al. Investigating Associations between Maternal Well-being and Infant Dietary Intake, in a Low-Income 
Setting

Orla Doyle (UCD) et al. Population-based system of parenting support to reduce the prevalence of child social, emotional, 
and behavioural problems: Differences-in-Differences study

Leonor Rodriguez (NUIG) et al. Exploring the predictors of empathic mentoring relationship: a mixed methods approach

Donncha Hanna (QUB) and Liam O'Hare 
(QUB)

Modelling parental styles and anti-social behaviour using path analysis using the Mate-Tricks data 
set: a secondary data analysis study and training event

Colm Walsh (QUB) and Gavin Davidson 
(QUB)

Understanding and Addressing the Concurrent Needs of Families Living in the Colin Area: A 
Secondary Analysis of the Colin Early Intervention Community Report Card Data

Catherine Comiskey (TCD) et al. Longitudinal modelling of victimisation and of mental health outcomes among urban disadvantaged 
school children 

Donncha Hanna (QUB) and Liam O'Hare 
(QUB)

A psychometric evaluation of the Family Literacy Questionnaire and the Drumcondra Reading test 
using the Doodle Den data set: A secondary data analysis study and training event

Gráinne Kent (NCI) and Vasiliki Pitsia
(DCU)

Gender Differences in Cognitive Development and School Readiness: Findings from a Randomised 
Controlled Trial of Children from Communities of Socio-economic Disadvantage in Ireland

Helena Lydon (NUIG) et al. Examination of pre-reading abilities and problem behaviour in pre-school aged children using data 
from the Childhood Development Initiative (CDI): Early Years Programme

Massimiliano Orri (McGill University) et al. Effect of the Preparing for Life programme on trajectories of behaviour, cognition, and health 

Bernadine Brady (NUIG) and Charlotte 
Silke (NUIG)

The experiences and approaches of mentors in the Big Brothers Big Sisters programme: Lessons for 
research, policy and practice 

Catherine Comiskey (TCD) et al. Leadership, sustainability and extending the learning from the Healthy Schools Programme to other 
national and international contexts

Nóirín Hayes (TCD) and Judy Irwin (QUB) How do we compare? Locating findings from the Tallaght West Child Development Early Years 
Initiative within a wider international context.

PEI-RI Research Grant awardees 2017-18
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CRN Annual Conference, 6th Dec 2018

Special strands on outputs from grants

A3: Relational dynamics in Prevention and Early Intervention 

B3: The Prevention and Early Intervention Environment

C3: Prevention and Early Intervention in the Early Years Setting

Outputs 2018



Thank you

Questions? 
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